
WHAT IS
PASSEPARTOUT?

Passepartout is an international partnership 
between high schools in the Nantes Acade-
mic District, France and high schools in Was-
hington State.
It’s a cultural and educational program 
based on the principle of reciprocity : stu-
dents spend two to three months hosting an 
exchange student and are then welcomed for 
a two to three month stay in the school and 
home of the student they have just hosted.

ORIGIN OF THE PROGRAM

Passepartout grew out of a Memorandum of 
Understanding signed between Washington 
State and the Nantes Academic District in 
France.  It encourages partnerships between 
French and American schools to promote 
mutual understanding and global education.
http://bit.ly/passepartoutPR

THE PASSEPARTOUT
PROGRAM IS FOR YOU IF :

•  You are a principal committed to international 
education and to providing a global perspective 
for your students

•  You are a teacher looking for new ways to bring 
French culture into your classroom and to give 
your students a taste of the real France

•  You are a high school student motivated to 
improve your French and experience life in a 
French family and high school

•  You are a parent wanting your teenager to expe-
rience the French way of life and education for 
two to three months

Nantes Academic
District 

Want to know more?

Looking for
a French partner school?

CONTACTS :
NANTES - FRANCE

DAREIC- Rectorat de Nantes
ce.dareic@ac-nantes.fr

SEATTLE - USA
Meghan Schumacher
mschumac@fwps.org

www.passepartoutprogram.wordpress.com

District 

PASSEPARTOUT
PROGRAM

A Franco-American
Exchange Program for 
High School Students

Avec le soutien de l’Ambassade 
des États-Unis d’Amérique

et de l’Ambassade de France



HOW DO I GET STARTED ?
If your school already has a partner school 
within the Académie de Nantes :
Both schools sign an annual MOU agreeing to 
welcome one to three exchange students for 
two to three months.
Each school selects those students best 
quali�ied to contribute to the program; stu-
dents live with their host families and attend 
classes as visitors at the host high school.  
The roles then reverse and the guest student 
and school take on the hosting role.
You are a school but you don’t have a partner 
school.
Contact the DAREIC (Nantes School District’s 
Department of International Relations).

FRANCE - NANTES
DAREIC- Rectorat de Nantes

ce.dareic@ac-nantes.fr

COSTS
The only costs will be the �light ticket and pocket mo-
ney as this exchange is based on reciprocity.

WHY SHOULD YOU JOIN ?
•  Helps develop a global perspective.
•  Opens up your students to another culture.
•  Encourages curiosity, empathy, �lexibility and inde-

pendence.
•  Supports world language learning.
•  Earned credit can be validated for graduation.
•  Builds long lasting friendships.

OUR PARTNERS

TESTIMONIES

I had an absolutely fantastic experience with the 
exchange program. I hosted a student at my house 
and then stayed with her in France, and we built an 
amazing friendship. I also feel that I got to know 
her family and became a part of it in a way. It is a 
truly great feeling knowing that I have a second fa-
mily across the ocean in France.

-  Student, Bishop Blanchet High School

I truly believe that this exchange changed me for the 
better, it made another culture real to me, and it 
taught me more about myself as I learned to adapt 
to another family.

-  Student, Bishop Blanchet High School

It makes such a difference for our students to be 
able to know and befriend French students; this 
person-to-person contact makes the whole idea 
of the French language and France itself so much 
more real and immediate.

- Teacher, The Northwest School

Our experience was absolutely wonderful. […]If 
you are considering participation I can only say 
that I think it is a wonderful program that will be-
ne�it everyone involved for years to come.  We will 
always have a French son and brother.  His family 
will always b e a part of our family and vice versa.  
It can be dif�icult to open your home and hearts, but 
if you do so, you will be surprised at the depth of joy 
you get back.  At least that is our experience.

-  Host mother, Federal Way High School

EXISTING PARTNERSHIPS

The Northwest  School, Seattle
and

Lycée Emmanuel Mounier, Angers

Bishop Blanchet High School, Seattle
and

Lycée Ste Marie du Port, Sables-d’Olonne

Federal Way High School, Federal Way
and

Lycée Jules Verne, Nantes

Highline High School, Burien
and

Lycée Ludovic Ménard, Trélazé

Seattle-Nantes Sister City Association
American Association of Teachers of French

L’Alliance Française de Seattle
Union des Français de l’Etranger

French-American Chamber of Commerce


